NARRATION
THE BLUE HOUSE (CHEZ FRIDA KAHLO)
10 :00 :58 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera, the most insane, improbable couple in love and art, were not alone in singing the Internationale in a variety of styles and languages at the Blue House. In the 1930s, artists, intellectuals, poets and spies found refuge at the Blue House. A utopian digression of encounters, liaisons and separations. Here, two surprise guests - exiled revolutionary Leon Trotsky and surrealist poet André Breton - defended the idea that art can become the detonator of a total revolution of society and its morals. The Blue House in the suburb of Coyoacan, Mexico City, a village within the city, a theatre of shadows.

10 :01 : 43 :00

10 :01 :53 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
The Blue House was first and foremost Frida Kahlo's home. She was born here in en 1907. She grew up here. And here she painted, laughed, cried and suffered, all the while leaving the doors to her house wide open. 

The photographs in the Blue House archives pull you in relentlessly. The innumerable parties, the love - free, omnifarious and omnipresent. They sang. They set the world to rights. There were friends, neighbours, locals, strangers - some anonymous and some faces that were rather better known: Leon Trotsky, Sergei Eisenstein, here to film "Que Viva Mexico", André Breton and the rest. All shared the space with the dogs, monkeys, parrots and pre-Colombian deities that were permanent guests in the Blue House.

10 :02 :50 :00

10 :02 :52 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
Meanwhile in Europe, the "old world" was barrelling towards the abyss. In the 1930s, totalitarianism was gaining ground in Germany, Italy, Spain and the Soviet Union. Implosion was imminent, and not even calling upon all the virgins in Mexico could prevent it.  Frida Kahlo collected these votive paintings, wonders of Mexican popular art that depicted religious miracles. It helped her ward off ill-fortune and keep death at bay. 

10 :03 :22 :00

10 :04 :09 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
When Frida Kahlo set her heart on Diego Rivera, he was already a legend. He had painted vast frescoes in San Francisco, Detroit, Mexico City. In 1906, at the age of twenty, he left for Europe. He admired Giotto's frescoes in Italy. In Spain, the paintings of Goya and El Greco. 
In Paris, he gravitated to the bohemians of Montparnasse, sharing the hand-to-mouth existence of Modigliani, Picasso, Mondrian. 

On his return to Mexico in 1921, Diego Rivera placed his art at the service of the people and its revolution.

10 :04 :48 :00

10:05:07.07 

FRIDA KAHLO

I had never thought of painting before 1926, when I was bedridden after a road accident. I was so bored in my bed. I was in plaster (I'd broken my spine and other bones), so I decided to do something. I pinched some oil paints from my father      and my mother made me a special easel because I couldn't sit down. That's how I began painting.

10:05:35.10  
10 :05 :38 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
On September 17th, 1925, Frida Kahlo was almost killed in a tramway accident. Less than two weeks later, she wrote: 

10 :05 :47 :00

10:05:46.23

FRIDA KAHLO

I already know everything, without reading or writing. Recently, but a few days ago, I was a little girl walking in a world of colours, of hard, tangible shapes. Everything was a mystery, everything hid something; deciphering and learning was a pleasant game. How awful it is to suddenly know everything, as if lightning had lit up the earth.

10:06 :14:00

10:06:14.23  

FRIDA KAHLO

Little Sister is a bit sad, she was asleep and I made her get up to be photographed. She dreamt Diego would soon be here. What do you think? Lots of kisses from me and La Chaparra too.

10:06:50.12

10 :06 :25 :00

Voix du narrateur:, 
When Diego was far away, Frida Kahlo populated her solitude at the Blue House with animals.

On the back of this photo of La Chaparra, their little dog, she wrote these words:

10 :06 :35 :00

10 :06 :52 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
In the "Ballad of the proletarian revolution", Diego Rivera represented Frida Kahlo as a revolutionary muse, a short-haired tomboy with a communist star above her shirt-pocket. Those were the days of the painters' and sculptors' union, and the revolution was close at hand. Three muralists took over the Mexican Communist Party. David Alfaro Siqueiros and his famous paint gun, which he didn't hesitate to use whenever he saw fit. Diego Rivera, still constructing new frescoes. He was so prolific that his fellow travellers suspected him of serving his own interests. And the final pretender to the title of world's greatest painter, José Clémente Orozco, not the least talented of the three. Here they are at the helm of "El Machete", the organ of the Mexican Communist Party, first published at the death of Lenin.

10 :07 :48 :00

10 :08 :04 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
In 1927, Diego Rivera set off for Moscow, where he witnessed the tenth anniversary of the October Revolution. Soon, Mexico City heard a rumour that he was a traitor to the working class. More and more often, he was solicited by "gringos". On October 3rd 1929, he let it be known that exclusion from the Mexican Communist Party didn't bother him. 

10 :08 :26 :00

10:08:26.24 

DIEGO RIVERA
I, Diego Rivera, General Secretary of the Mexican Communist Party, accuse the painter Diego Rivera of collaborating with the petty bourgeois Mexican government in agreeing to paint the staircase of the National Palace. As these acts contradict

Comintern policy, the painter Diego Rivera must be banished from the Communist Party by Diego Rivera, General Secretary of the Communist Party.

10:08:54.09  
10 :08 :55 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
Serious tremors began to shake the communist movement the world over. Some remained faithful to the party line set by Moscow, while other began to defy it: Stalinists and others alike. David Alfaro Siqueiros joined the first group. In the wake of Diego Rivera, Frida Kahlo left the Mexican Communist Party. 

10 :09 :16 :00

10:09:17.04

FRIDA KAHLO

The other day I met that bastard Siqueiros, and he had the nerve to greet me after writing that damned article. I treated him like a dog and didn't even answer. Diego was even worse. Siqueiros said:"How are you, Diego? Diego pulled out his handkerchief, spat in it, and put it back in his pocket.

10:09:38.13  

10 :09 :45 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
Can a change of scene change your life? While keeping the Blue House, Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo had a new house built, la Casa de Estudios. A little blue house, like a replica of the mother-house, for Frida. And for Diego, more space than ever. All this was linked by a handy bridge that they hardly used at the time.  Flighty Diego even went as far as seducing Frida's own sister.

10 :10 :12 :00

10:10:14.14

FRIDA KAHLO

The situation with Diego worsens daily.  After months of torment, I forgave my sister. I thought that would change things, but quite the opposite.

10:10:27.16  

10 :10 :33 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
Diego Rivera collected female conquests with the same eagerness as pre-Colombian statuettes. Jealous to a fault. he encouraged Frida to make love to other women, but didn't appreciate her cheating on him with another man.
Frida did as she saw fit, consigning most of her husband's affairs to oblivion.

10 :10 :53 :00

10:10:58.16

FRIDA KAHLO

I must be a stubborn fool not to see that the letters, the affairs, the English mistresses, the Gypsy models and the "envoys plenipotentiary of distant lands" are but an amusement, and though we may notch up affairs, door-slammings, insults 

and international complaints, we will always love each other. Love me a little. I adore you. Frida.

10:11:26.17  
10 :11 :28 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
In July 1936, were the revolution to happen it would be in Spain, where civil war had just broken out. The shock waves spared neither the Blue House nor Frida Kahlo.

10 :11 :39 :00

10:11:39.15 

FRIDA KAHLO

I'd love to go to Spain, as that's where it's all going on. A delegation of Spanish militiamen has arrived to collect funds to help revolutionaries in Barcelona and the rest of Spain. They speak succinctly of the situation of the antifascist movement in Spain, which has had repercussions throughout the world.

10:12:01.09  
10 :12 :02 :00

Voix du narrateur : The republican side in Spain was soon riven by internecine strife. Some blindly toed Moscow's party line. Others were at odds with the Soviet strategies. And some claimed to adhere to the ideas of Leon Trotsky. 

10 :12 :17 :00

Leon Trotsky. Hero of the Russian Revolution. Journalist, historian, essayist, man of action, theoretician of "permanent revolution".  Designated by Lenin in his testament as his most suitable successor. Now a "revolutionary without visa", whose memory Joseph Stalin - in power in Moscow - actively sought to erase. After eight years in exile, constantly pursued by the Soviet Political Directorate (or GPU), the only country willing to welcome Leon Trotsky was Mexico. Diego Rivera and several of his partisans pleaded his case to Mexican president General Lazaro Cardenas. In December 1936, his family left Oslo, arriving at Tampico on January 9 1937. 

10 :13 :07 :00

To obtain Leon Trotsky's deportation from Norway, Stalin brandished the threat of a herring embargo. Seeing Trotsky as an unwelcome liability, Norway complied.

10 :13 :20 :00

10 :13 :21 :00

ARCHIVE SONORE DE TROTSKY: Revolutionary discipline is nothing like blind obedience. Readiness to fight cannot be prepared for nor dictated by a command from on high. Is the Party a democracy, yes or no? To ask the question is to answer it. 

10 :13 :42 :00
10 :13 :43 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
Leon Trotsky's companion, Natalia Sedova, wrote an account of their exile.

10 :13 :48 :00

10:13:49.08

FRIDA KAHLO

A train provided by the government carried us through unknown sites burnt by the sun, planted with palm trees and cacti. One fear occurred to us: were we bound for more captivity? We descended into the suburbs of Mexico City. A low blue house, a patio filled with plants, cool rooms, collections of pre-Columbian art and myriad paintings. We were on another planet with Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera.

10:14:21.13
10 :14 :25 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
Diego Rivera gave the keys to the Blue House to Leon Trotsky and Natalia Sedova. It would be their headquarters for several months.

10 :14 :34 :00
10 :14 :38 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
The arrival of Leon Trotsky at the Blue House was the meeting of two revolutions, Mexican and Russian. The first happened in 1910 and the second in 1917. In 1937, these two revolutions still fuelled the hope that the world could change. But in what form?  Revolution in every country, as Leon Trotsky wished, or the tropicalized, legendary 1789 version personified by Pancho Villa and Emiliano Zapata?  

10 :15 :08 :00

10 :15 :25 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
In the meantime, there was a pressing emergency. Revolutionaries of every land unite!  In Europe, dictators stuck together and democracies carried on regardless.  Madrid, drowning under a rain of fascist bombs, was still resisting in the first few months of 1937. 

10 :15 :44 :00

10:15:47.04 

TROTSKI

Dear friend,

Forgive me if my urgent letter worries you. During my stay in Norway, especially the months of internment, the GPU flooded the country with false rumours and a mass of slanderous literature. As expected, the same work has been transferred to Mexican territory. I have evidence and am willing to prove, before an impartial, official commission, the total falseness of the libellous accusations that have been spread about me by GPU agents in Mexico. I await your friendly, competent advice. Leon Trotsky.

10:16:33.04
10 :16 :36 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
Faithful to the party line, the communist press prepared the ideological terrain while in Moscow, in a parody of justice, three successive trials eliminated all the Bolshevik veterans one by one. Prosecutor Vyshinsky accused them of high treason, sabotage and assassination. Armed with masses of false evidence supplied by the secret police, they were forced into admitting anything.

10 :16 :59 :00

10 :17 :06 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
Far from Moscow, at the Blue House, Leon Trotsky was still a prime target.

His faithful secretary, Jean Van Heijenoort, told of the days he spent with Leon Trotsky from the Turkish island of Prinkipo to his new Mexican refuge.

10 :17 :22 :00

10:17:24.11 

Jean Van Heijenoort 

In January, Trotsky had demanded that an enquiry commission be set up to examine accusations against him and his son in the Moscow trials. Real progress was made when John Dewey, the American philosopher, agreed to be part of the commission and even to chair it. Hearings were held from April 10-17 in the hall of the house at Coyoacan, set out for the occasion. Once again, Trotsky was the organiser he'd been in the years of revolution.

10:17:56.02  
10 :18 :00 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
And Trotsky summed up in these words:
10 :18 :03 :00
10:18:03.22

TROTSKI

The faith in reason, in truth, in human solidarity that I had at 18 when I'd visit the workers' districts in Nikolayev, I have preserved complete and intact. It has matured but is no less fervent.

10:18:22.21
10:18:30.15

Jean Van Heijenoort 

Frida soon showed a certain freedom in her behaviour to Trotsky. In the American way, Frida didn't hesitate to use the word "love". "All my love", she would say when she left Trotsky. Trotsky, apparently, was hooked. He began writing her letters. He would slip the letter into a book and give it to Frida, often in the presence of others, including Natalia and Diego, recommending that she read it. Natalia suffered. Diego suspected nothing. They were on the slippery slope of a brief romance. Then the two partners withdrew. A certain distance grew between Trotsky and Frida. The word "love" was no longer heard.

10:19:16.17  

10 :19 :17 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
Leon Trotsky was a randy devil. And he really fell for Frida. Towards the end of the year, for her ex-lover's birthday, Frida Kahlo gave him this self-portrait with the following dedication: 

10 :19 :30 :00

10:19:30.13

FRIDA KAHLO

I dedicate this painting to Leon Trotsky with all my affection.

November 7, 1937. 

Frida Kahlo, San Angel, Mexico City.

10:19:41.03 

10 :19 :43 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
On December 9th 1937, the counter-trial returned its verdict: neither Leon Trotsky nor his son, Leon Sedov, were guilty of anything. 

Two months later, "sonny-boy", as the GPU referred to him, died in extremely suspicious circumstances in Paris. You can imagine the reaction of Trotsky and Natalia.

10 :20 :03 :00

10:20:03.17

NATALIA 

The house in Coyoacan is haunted by the faces of the tortured, the dead, those who follow them daily, those who will follow inevitably. All these faces - and others, innumerable, who go freely to the grave - are familiar to us, as are all these courageous lives. We walk through the little tropical garden in Coyoacan surrounded by ghosts of the executed.

10:20:29.13

10 :20 :31 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
In Moscow, the purges continued. A new generation of dignitaries was seen on Lenin's mausoleum.
10 :20 :38 :00

10:20:38.24

FRIDA KAHLO

The nightmare whirls about us. The most wide-ranging and bloody police actions paralyse the Russian Revolution, supplanting it with totalitarianism. The events gather in Coyoacan on Leon Davidovich's desk, each relating the massacre of men he knew more or less, whom he once led to victory, who loved him, and whom he loved.

10:21:04.11  

10 :21 :08 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
In Coyoacan, death took on ever-weirder forms. By now, Frida Kahlo was on first-name terms with it.

10 :21 :14 :00
10:21:15.14

FRIDA KAHLO

February 14 1938. Nothing new since my latest operation, the fourth time I've been butchered. I am now as good as gold. I drank to drown my sorrows, but learnt to swim. Diego writes articles which usually kick up such a fuss and he's delighted that Trotsky is here.Now you know all the main details. I continue to love Diego and paint monkeys seriously. Your beloved, elusive #chiqua#, Friduchin.

10:21:49.17

10:21:15.14

FRIDA KAHLO

February 14 1938. Nothing new since my latest operation, the fourth time I've been butchered. I am now as good as gold. I drank to drown my sorrows, but learnt to swim. Diego writes articles which usually kick up such a fuss and he's delighted that Trotsky is here.Now you know all the main details. I continue to love Diego and paint monkeys seriously. Your beloved, elusive #chiqua#, Friduchin.

10:21:49.17

10 :22 :04 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
Frida Kahlo spent an age hunting "la pelona", the grim reaper that prowled around her, by all the tricks Mexico could offer. Posada's Catrinas and calaveras that Diego Rivera had admired so much in his youth that they continued to haunt his paintings. José Guadalupe Posada, tutelary divinity of both Diego and Frida, was a permanent guest at the Blue House. He also crossed the Atlantic and caught the eye of the surrealist group in France.

10 :22 :37 :00

10 :22 :39 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
The surrealist movement arose from the ashes of the First World War. Never again. Positivist certainties were abandoned for the unconscious. What dreams reveal, automatic writing, sleep experiences, poems, paintings, manifestos, with revolution in their sights, even though the path was bestrewn with many quarrels. And the poet André Breton, who gradually became the most diligent in giving true coherence to the movement defined in his "Surrealist Manifesto": 

10 :23 :14 :00

10:23:14.24

André Breton

A psychological automatism by which one expresses, verbally, in writing, or in any other way, the way thoughts work when untrammelled by reason; outside all aesthetic or moral concerns. 

10:23:30.05  
10 :23 :33 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
Briefly a member of the French communist party, André Breton fought for Leon Trotsky's cause.

He had married Jacqueline Lamba, the muse of Mad Love, model, painter, photographer and water sprite at the Coliseum cabaret. Their love, mad as it was, had had its ups and downs and travel would do it the world of good.

10 :23 :57 :00

10:24:09.21 

André Breton

I said I had approached Mexico in the most favourable of moods, struck by the indelible impression of an early book I read as a child and that Rimbaud confesses to reading at the same age: "Costal, the Indian Zapotec". To me, the sites of Mexico and the copperplates within must be closely linked to the idea of the struggle for freedom.

10:24:34.13  
10 :24 :35 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
In the Mexican press, famous art critic Luis Cardosa y Aragon gave André Breton a foretaste of what he would see.

We are in the country of convulsive beauty, in the homeland of edible delirium. (…) Mexico has its death as it has its life, different from other lives. In other regions, art has its origin in the fear of death, or as a natural rhythm of life, like our breathing or our pulse; in Mexico, it is begotten by the supremacy of the environment.(…) Poetically, Mexico is like a vast theological park with its gods roaming free, its forces untrammelled, ever adept and alert. The clouds settle on the mountains and the beaches, on the roofs and the hands, on the grasslands and on the bottom of lakes. And the idols and all the sires of love and poetry leap towards the heavens."
10 :25 :30 :00

10 :25 :44 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
André Breton was broke. He came to Mexico to give a few conferences on art and literature. But his real reason for coming was to meet Leon Trotsky. Jacqueline Lamba recalled their first meeting in Mexico City.

10 :25 :57 :00
10:25:57.12 

Jaqueline Breton
André was extremely excited, all the more so when, after entering the two guarded gates to the Blue House and crossing a fabulous tropical garden filled with monkeys, idols, birds and strange flowers, the two lean silhouettes of Natalia Sedova and Trotsky appeared to bid us welcome.

10:26:17.14
10:26:22.13 

André Breton

Well, Comrades, the moment Comrade Trotsky stood up in that room, when his real form substituted the image I had of him, I could not but tell him how I was filled with wonder at his youth. The deep blue eyes, the admirable forehead, the luxuriant hair, only now greying, the fresh complexion form a mask that betrays the inner peace that will ever carry him through the cruellest forms of adversity.

10:26:52.15  
10:26:56.13

André Breton

On the wall of Trotsky's study, I admired a self-portrait of Frida Kahlo. It was a joy, a surprise to discover, on arriving in Mexico City, that her work, conceived in ignorance of the reasons that drove my friends and I to react, blossomed with her latest paintings into full surrealism.ˇ The art of Frida Kahlo de Rivera is a ribbon around a bomb.

10:27:24.24

10:27:25.11

FRIDA KAHLO

The problem with Senor Breton is he takes himself too seriously.

10:27:30.07  
10 :27 :31 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
Jacqueline Lamba, who painted a portrait of André Breton as Saint-Just, got on so well with Frida Kahlo that she too wore Tehuana costume. She greatly admired the free morals of Frida the Indian in her Oaxaca finery.

10 :27 :46 :00

10:28:21.17

Jean Van Heijenoort 

We began talking about a manifesto...

10:28:24.07  
10 :28 :24 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
… Jean Van Heijenoort relates …

10:28:26.23

Jean Van Heijenoort 

Breton said he would present the project. Then, instead of meeting in Trotsky's office, we would set off for picnics in the Mexican countryside.

10:28:37.13  

10 :29 :05 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
During one of these picnics, André Breton showed himself in a different light, one Trotsky had never imagined. He spotted some magnificent ex-votos in a church. A compulsive collector, and not above the odd act of blasphemy, Breton slipped half a dozen into his jacket. 

10 :29 :25 :00

10:29:27.09

Jean Van Heijenoort 

Trotsky left the church without a word. He showed great self-control on that occasion, I must say.

10:29:34.13
10:29:42.09

Jean Van Heijenoort 

In early July, we decided to spend a few days in Patzcuaro, Michoacan. The first evening, it was mainly Trotsky who talked. He developed the theory that, in future communist society, art would dissolve into life. There would be no more dances or dancers, but everyone would move in an harmonious way. There would be no paintings, just decorated rooms. The discussion was adjourned to the following night and Trotsky retired early, as was his habit. I stayed in the garden, chatting to Breton. "Do you think people will always "want to paint on a little canvas square?" he asked me. There was no second session. Breton fell ill with fever and aphasia.

10:30:28.18  

10:30:32.16

Jaqueline

Frida and I behaved like two schoolgirls, because Trotsky was very strict. He told us women shouldn't smoke. Frida lit a cigarette anyway but as we knew he'd make a remark, we left the room and went to smoke outside. We both loved Trotsky. He would always go too far, and was very old-fashioned.

10:30:54.09
10 :30 :55 :00

Voix du narrateur:
 "The Manifesto for an Independent Revolutionary Art", written by André Breton and Leon Trotsky, was completed in July 1938. Addressing artists, it was published with the signatures of André Breton and Diego Rivera, though the painter hadn't written a word. It began with these phrases:
10 :31 :12 :00

10:31:13.11

Trotski  

Today we see world civilisation, united in its historic destiny, reeling under the blows of reactionary forces, armed with the best of modern technology. We are not just thinking of the coming war.  Even today, in peacetime, the situation of science and art has become absolutely intolerable.

10:31:36.00
10 :31 :37 :00

Voix du narrateur:
 While returning by boat to France, André Breton wrote to Leon Trotsky:
10 :31 :42 :00

10:31:42.09

André Breton

My dear Leon Davidovich, I feel far more assured in addressing you thus when I am no longe in your presence. Yet I have often wished to, and only tell you this that you may better measure the inhibition I suffered each time I tried to do anything under your direction and gaze. I must make you see that  this inhibition stems mainly from the boundless admiration I feel for you. Recently only the contrary has been true.

10:32:14.06
10 :32 :21 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
November 2nd at the Blue House, Diego Rivera, mischievous as ever, gave Leon Trotsky a birthday present of a sugar skull in Stalin's image. Trotsky didn't appreciate the joke and didn't eat it. Politically, the two men no longer saw eye to eye, so they saved face by chatting about the wondrous cacti. But Trotsky now saw Rivera as a superficial Trotskyist who even admitted to anarchist leanings. Rivera called Trotsky a Stalinist behind his back. Frida used more formidable weapons, having Diego stroke her while her former lover and Natalia looked on. 

Soon after, transiting via New York, she set off for Paris, where a few of her paintings were to be exhibited. 

10 :33 :12 :00

10:33:13.01
FRIDA
January 9 1939. 

My love, don't play too much with the monkey Fulang.  You saw what he did to your poor eye. Be content to watch him from afar. Should he dare hurt you again, I'll kill him. My painting of the dead woman came out well, except for the space between the bodies, and the building looks like one of those square chimneys, and I think it's a little too low. I grow daily more convinced that I'm a dead loss at drawing and feel stupid when I introduce distance in my painting. I send you millions of kisses and all my heart. Your #chiquita#, Friduchin.

10:33:54.07  

10:33:55.03

Diego

#Mi ninita chiquitita#, Spit on your hands and do something that puts all the others in the shade, then you will be "#Fridita la mera dientona#" (Frida, my true dragon). Don't be silly. Don't pass up a chance of going to Paris for me. Take everything life offers! Whatever it may be, as long as it's interesting and it pleases you. When one is old, one knows what it is to have lost what was offered

and not readily taken up.

 Your one-and-only toad-frog, Diego

10:34:35.03
10 :34 :48 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
On January 12th 1939, Leon Trotsky wrote to Frida Kahlo...

10 :34 :51 :00

10:34:52.17

Trotski

I find it very hard to isolate the true cause of Diego's malaise. I was insistent with Diego: he should never accept a position in the organisation because a "secretary" who never writes nor answers letters, is never on time for meetings and always goes against decisions is not a good secretary! That he is a genuine revolutionary goes without saying, but he's a revolutionary multiplied by a great artist, and this "multiplication" renders him totally unfit for routine Party work.

10:35:27.22  
10 :35 :39 :00

Voix du narrateur:
 In Paris, Frida Kahlo was received by André Breton and Jacqueline Lamba in their workshop on Rue Fontaine, near Place Blanche, behind the cabaret known as "Heaven and Hell". 

10 :35 :49 :00

10 :37 :31 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
Up until then, Frida Kahlo tended to play down her talent. When selling a painting, she used to say...
10 :37 :38 :00

10 :37 :41 :00

Voix du narrateur:  
But with the Louvre Museum acquiring her self-portrait, she finds herself in another league, one of parity with Diego. 

10 :37 :48 :00

10 :38 :11 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
The war in Spain has been lost by the Republicans. A rout ensued, an exodus which was a prelude to others. Just as the camps the Spanish refugees found on arriving in the South of France were a prelude to other camps.
10 :38 :26 :00

10 :38 :44 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
Times were uneasy in Mexico City too. After falling out with Diego Rivera, Leon Trotsky left the Blue House and moved two streets away. And as a postscript to their late friendship, Diego Rivera addressed the Mexican Troskyists.

10 :38 :58 :00

10 :39 :19 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
The revolution was in a bad way. To ward off ill fortune, Jacqueline Lamba would soon paint the Wheel of revolution in the surrealist version of the Tarot cards. And Frida Kahlo's final thoughts as she left Europe were for her.

10 :39 :33 :00

10:35:49.21

FRIDA KAHLO

Paris, February 16 1939. When I arrived, the paintings were still in customs. That bastard Breton hadn't bothered to fetch them. I had to wait for days and days like a fool until I met Marcel Ducham (a wonderful painter), the only down-to-earth one amongst the crazy surrealist sons of bitches. I can't stand these damned "intellectuals" anymore. It is quite beyond me. I'd rather sit and sell tortillas in Toluca market than be associated with these fucking Parisian "artists". They spend house warming their arses at café tables talking ceaselessly about "culture", "art", "revolution", and so on, thinking they're the bees knees, dreaming up new absurdities and fouling the air with theories that never become reality. My heart is full of love and caresses, and a kiss especially for your neck, your #Xochitl#.

10:36:52.17  
10:36:58.04 

FRIDA KAHLO

March 17 1939. The opening was a society event with lots of congratulations for #la chiqua#, including an accolade from Joan Miro praise from Kandinsky, congratulations from Picasso, Tanguy, Paalen and other big cheeses of surrealism. So it was a success, judging by the layers of honey (I mean the heaps of praises) and we can conclude that it went well.

10:37:29.15 

10:37:38.05 

FRIDA KAHLO

"You'd find something better for that price."

10:37:40.19  
10:37:38.05 

FRIDA KAHLO

"You'd find something better for that price."

10:37:40.19  
10:37:38.05 

FRIDA KAHLO

"You'd find something better for that price."

10:37:40.19  

10:37:52.22 

FRIDA KAHLO

The bloody French have behaved like pigs towards all the refugees. They're the worst kind of bastards I've ever known. I'm disgusted by these rotten Europeans. These fucking "democracies" are a dead loss.

10:38:06.06  

10:38:59.08 

DIEGO RIVERA

Comrade Trotsky says I am a liar and an anti-Marxist traitor. If I am a traitor and a liar, why, then, did Comrade Trotsky choose a liar and a traitor to pass on his own words to the proletariat and the whole world?

10:39:18.05 

10:39:33.19 

Jaqueline Breton

I haven't forgotten you. The nights are long and difficult. The water, the boat, the quay and the sailing that gradually made you tiny in my sight, prisoner of this round porthole that you watched to keep me in your heart. Today, I'd like my sun to touch you. Your little girl is my little girl. The marionettes racked in their glass bedroom are ours. I will always continue to write to you with my eyes.

10:40:09.10  
10:40:11.11 

Natalie Sedova

In Coyoacan, we rented a large ruined house which we've rebuilt quite simply, surrounded by a spacious garden where old trees are filled with morning birdsong. The place is deserted. Outside, 30m from the entrance, the police built a little brick hut with a meurtriäre. You enter, cross the garden filled with sturdy cacti and agaves, sheltered by high foliage, and into a vast room set up as a library and office. Trotsky's collaborators, who are also his bodyguards, live here.  Leon Davidovich rises early in the morning when the light is fresh, the invariably radiant sky doesn't yet burn. He relaxes for a while before beginning the day by going to feed the rabbits and the chickens. The nightmare still persists,  the countless executed are still close and the murderers - we are in no doubt - are spinning their web around the house.

10:41:20.22 
 10 :41 :26 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
And the bad news snowballed. On August 23rd 1939, Adolf Hitler and Josef Stalin signed a non-aggression pact. A little less than a month later, Europe sunk into the barbarity of the Second World War.

From his desk in Coyoacan, Leon Trotsky denounced the collusion between the two dictators, underlining the weakness of Kremlin bureaucracy.

10 :42 :02 :00

10:42:08.04

FRIDA KAHLO

Coyoacan, October 13 1939.  It went from bad to worse with Diego, and now it's over. Two weeks ago we began divorce proceedings. I love Diego and I know you'll see that this sorrow won't pass as long as I live. After our last quarrel, I saw it was best for him to leave me.

10:42:33.11
10:42:34.24

DIEGO RIVERA

I think that, by this decision, I am helping Frida's life to develop in the best way possible.  She is young and beautiful.  She has every possibility that life can offer,  whereas I am already old and don't have much to offer.

10:42:59.15

FRIDA KAHLO

January 1940. I am better now, and am working like a maniac. The surrealists' exhibition begins on the 17th. Everyone in Mexico is taking part. Have they all been converted to surrealism? This world has gone completely mad! I never knew I was surrealist until André Breton came to Mexico and told me I was. I only know one thing: to me, painting is a need. I always paint what I'm thinking of, and think of nothing else.

10:43:33.23  

10:43:50.08

Nathalia

Leon Davidovich, prone to insomnia, took a sleeping pill on the night of May 24 1940 and fell into a deep sleep. I was woken in the night by gunshots very close at hand. Leon Davidovich awoke also. I whispered to him: "There's shooting in the bedroom..." On June 1, Leon Davidovich, before Stalinist journalists, accused the Soviet secret police (the GPU), adding categorically that "another attempt was inevitable".

10:44:31.16 

10 :44 :32 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
The painter David Alfaro Siqueiros, known for his Stalinist affinities, had taken charge of the hit squad against Leon Trotsky. Diego Rivera was on the list of suspects. 

Actress Paulette Goddard, the gamine in Charlie Chaplin's "Modern Times", spotted the police about to raid Diego's workshop. He hid in the boot of a car and fled to the United States.
10 :44 :54 :00
10:44:55.15

FRIDA KAHLO

My sweetheart, I have hidden the treasure of Montezuma. I packed the statuettes one by one and counted and classified them according to provenance. You can sleep soundly. Even if they kill me, I won't let them steal your things. I'm suffering, as each object makes me think of you. Your animals are well. The tiny little dog, the parrot and the racoon are with me.

10:45:24.17  

10 :45 :27 :00
Voix du narrateur: 
A newcomer was prowling the streets of Coyoacan. His success in infiltrating Leon Trotsky's inner circle had not gone unnoticed by Natalia Sedova.

10:45:37:00

10:45:38.01 

Nathalia

The morning of August 20, Leon Davidovich awoke in an excellent mood. "I'll work hard today." He looked after the rabbits, chickens and plants. Around 5 o'clock, we took tea. Twenty minutes later, I saw Leon Davidovich in the garden near the rabbit hutches. With him was a visitor, whom I only recognised as he came closer to me:  Jackson.ˇI was walking the two men to the office door. Three or four minutes went by. A terrible cry was heard. "What's the matter?" He replied calmly: "Jackson." Jackson had tried to strike him again... 

10:46:25.02  
10:46:26.07

Trotski

I didn't let him. Don't kill him. He must talk.

10:46:32.11  

10:46:36.01 

Captions

Old Trotsky was killed this morning.#Estupido#. 
It's your fault he was killed! 

Why did you bring him here?

10:46:43.14 

10:46:45.21 

Excerpt from the interrogation of Frank Jackson

Police man

Wasn't he suspicious? 

Ramon mercader

No.

Police man

Didn't you see 

he was old and defenceless

and that what you did

was the height of cowardice?

Ramon mercader

I wasn't thinking.

Police man

You walked away from the spot 

where he fed the rabbits.

What were you talking about?

Ramon mercader

I don't recall 

whether he talked or not.

Police man

He didn't see the ice pick?

Ramon mercader

No.

Police man

What did he do just after 

you dealt him a blow?

Ramon mercader

He jumped and cried out 

as if he were mad.

I'll always remember his cry.

Police man

Show me what he did. Go on.

Ramon mercader

Aaaargh...! But very loud.

10:47:28.16

Nathalia Sédiova

Leon Davidovich died peacefully on August 21 1940 at 7.25pm. He was 60 years old. The Mexican government paid for the funeral. For five days, his body, guarded by militants, lay in state in a hall on Calle de Tacuba. 100,000 people paid silent homage to the revolutionary.

10:47:53.04 

10:48:21.06

FRIDA KAHLO

I spent 3 months bedridden with a plaster cast and a dreadful device on my neck that caused me agonies. All the doctors in Mexico City recommended spinal surgery. I was so scared,  I thought I was done for. I can't describe what I went through physically and mentally. Anyway, now I'm feeling better and painting a little. I'll go back to San Francisco and remarry Diego. He asked me because he says he loves  me more than any other woman. I am very happy.

10:48:56.06  

10:49:00.16

FRIDA KAHLO

Diego my love, Don't forget that when it gets cooler, we'll be joined, this time for ever, without any problem, just so we can love each other so much. I love you more than ever. Your little girl, Frida. Write to me.

10:49:18.14  
10 :49 :20 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
At the Blue House, Frida Kahlo continued to flout fate and to wait for the little miracles as if they could only come from votive paintings.
The memories of her unborn children mingle to form one, reborn with Diego's features.

10 :49 :35 :00
10:49:38.24

FRIDA KAHLO

Coyoacan, March 15 1941. I can argue millions of times with Diego for God knows what trifle that might have got on my tits, but I always bear in mind that I am his friend and would never betray him politically, even on pain of death. I feel better as I no longer drink alcohol and, even lame, I think the illness can go to hell as after all, we all end up croaking. Sometimes all it takes is slipping on a banana skin. 

10:50:11.06  
10 :50 :23 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
The revolution had been adjourned. The Blue House was but a mirage. Now, everything was happening in miniature, like in a doll's house. Youth slipped away, illusions went up in smoke.... 

To the question of whether the meeting between Mexico and the surrealists really did take place, Mexican poet Octavio Paz replied that he wasn't convinced. "Or perhaps," he wrote, "as in one of the tales of Alphonse Allais, they did make a date, but in the end two others turned up."
And the more the old world's foundations shook, the more it fell to the animals -  Frida Kahlo's fellow travellers and best friends - to make the magic potion that bewitched the Blue House.

10 :51 :16 :00
10:51:22.21

FRIDA KAHLO

December 15 1941.Since you left, I've become rather a nuisance. I don't know what I've got but honestly, comrade, I'm not feeling well. I feel sleepy all day long, I look like dried-up chewing gum. Marvellous! Oh, and the parrot Bonito has died. I buried him, and everything, and how I cried. Remember how wonderful he was. The monkey El Caimito caught pneumonia and almost died too, but the sulphamidyl did her some good. Your little parrot is fine, he's here with me.

10:52:07.08  
10 :52 :09 :00

Voix du narrateur: 
So often did she read the minds of monkeys, parrots and dogs, that Frida Kahlo went as far as imagining she could become one of them. 

10 :52 :17 :00

10:53:04.21 10:53:07.05  

English adaptation:  Henry Moon for RGB

