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LIFE & ART

Since the untimely death of Maria Callas in 1977, her name has lost none of its potency and her
reputation today stands higher than ever as one of the most important and influential opera singers
of this century.

In a short but spectacular career documented by the television programme, Life & Art, Callas not
only brought new excitement to the then current operatic repertory, but showed that neglected works
by Gluck, Cherubini and Spontini, and dismissed "bel canto” operas by Rossini, Bellini and Donizetti,
could be equally effective when performed with the fresh musical and dramatic insights which she
brought to them.

In Callas, there came together a rare combination of qualities including a voice of unmistakable
timbre and projection, a musical intelligence of the highest order and an instinctive ability to bring
to life a wide gallery of characters, finding exactly the right vocal tone for each one, almost as if she
had a different voice for every role.

During the 1950’s Callas dominated the field of Italian opera, singing in places as far afield as
Buenos Aires, Rio de Janeiro, San Paulo and Mexico City as well as in Chicago, New York, Berlin,
Vienna and London, causing a sensation whenever she appeared. But it was in Italy, at the renowned
La Scala Opera House, Milan, that she scored her most significant and lasting triumphs, singing in
twenty-two different operas between 1950 and 1963.

In July 1952 after lengthy negotiations with her then husband and business manager Gian Battista
Meneghini, EMI’s Walter Legge signed an exclusive recording contract with Maria Callas which was
to produce a series of recording that remain unrivalled in the operatic field to this day. The core of
this collection is the glorious catalogue of complete operas with Callas and the forces of La Scala,
and the undoubted pinnacle of achievement is Puccini’s "Tosca”. In this outstandingly successful
recording, Callas is partnered by her long-time colleagues Giuseppe di Sefano as Cavaradossi and
Tito Gobbi as Baron Scarpia, and the work is incandescently conducted by Victor de Sabata.

Other operas in the series include works in which Callas triumphed on the stage such as "La
Sonnambula” (Bellini), "Un Ballo In Maschera" (Verdi), "Turandot" (Puccini), and her unmatched
interpretation of "Norma" (Bellini) as well as titles which she essayed only in the recording studio,
such as Puccini’s "Manon Lescaut” and "La Boheéme", but which still carry the imprint of her unique
genius. EMI also recorded two operas with Callas in London (Rossini’s "Barber of Seville” and
Donizetti’s "Lucia de Lammermoor") and finally "Carmen” and the second "Tosca” in Paris. Carmen
was a role which Callas was often urged to play on stage but this never happened and we have only
her magnificent recording to give a tantalising glimpse of what her complete portrayal of this complex
character would have been like.

PICYUQE MUSIC
INTERNATIONAL
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“MARTIA CALLAS - LIFE & ART"

Page 1.

High shot Paris.

Street sign - Avenue Georges Mandel.

Callas's Apartment buiiding, Paris.

Cut to: Plaque - Maria Callas died here.

Cut to: Robert Sutherland interview
Int. Callas'S Apartment.

Mix to still of Callas by fireplace.

Cut to: Library footage - Callas

singing Tosca 1964.

Cut to: Still - Callas as Medea

Cut to: S.A. Gorlinsky interview

Cut to: Franco Zeffirelli interview

Cut to: Giuseppe di Stefano interview:

Cut to: Andy Anderson interview:

Cut to Library footage - 'Tosca'
"Vissi D'Arte"

Direct cut to: Carlo Maria Giulini
interview:

, goodness!
Gosh' This brings back a lot
of memories. This room was quite
different. The walls were covered
in dark green brocade: a magnificent
petitpoint rug on the floor. The
doors are changed - there was a
beautiful set of Venetian painted
doors - 18th Century. Same fire-
place, that's nice to see. Thatis
very nhice.

S.A. Gorlinsky dia. begins:

.She brought the Upera 1nto a

new limelight; namely actors singers
which up to then-didn't

exist. You know, they just stood
on the stage, they 1lift their left
hand, right hand, you know, and
walked forward. But I mean, she
started to act, you know.

We're talking about an artist of

the callibre of the greatest artists
ever, like Michaelangelo or Nijinsky
or people like that, which the more
they lived the more they added, '
they conguered.

She was the Queen of Opera, but
the thing she wanted was to be
the Queen of Jet Society.

Most Sopranos$ can make you cry in
the last Act of Traviata, but she
made you cry in the second Act.

When they say Maria Callas - we
think always of the Artist, the
singer and the interpreter and the
actress, everything that you want,
but the question is: Who was Maria
Callas - the woman Maria Callas -
who asks this: I don't know.
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Animated Title

Cut to:.Still-Callas by window

Cut to: Long Shot - Statue

of Liberty, Statton Island

Cut to: C/U Railway, Astoria

Boulevard, N.Y.

Cut to: New York street

Cut to: Still of Callas as

child.

Cut to: Robert Sutherland

Cut to: Pan along Apartment
buildings in Manhattan

Cut to: Robert Sutherland
interview

Cut to: still of Callas

Page 2

NARRATION:

Maria Callas died on September
16th, 1977 in Paris at the age
of 53. Her life had all the
dramatic dimensions of one of
her own operatic roles.

In 1923 George and Evangelia
Kalogeropoulos emigrated from
Greece to America.

They settled in the Greek area
of Long Island, New York.

Where George, who worked as a
Pharmacist, had found them an
apartment. Evangelia was pregnant
with their third child.

She had a very curious birth you
know. The first born of the family
was Jackie, then there was a boy.
That little boy died when he was
about eighteen months, and the
parents very much wanted a boy.

So, Maria told me that her father
went to an astrologer to ask.
when would be the best time to
make love so that a boy would be
born. Then they went to America,
from Greece, .to New York, and it
was New York that Maria was born,
you see! And they were terribly
disappointed that it was a girl.
In fact her mother wouldn't look at
her for about three days.

NARRATTON

The family moved to a better neigh-
bourhood in Manhattan, and although
money was tight Maria and her sister
had music lessons on the insistance
of their mother, who had herself
dreamt of a stage career. Both girls
showed musical promise, but Maria
felt overshadowed. :

She believed she wasn't pretty. As,
Jackie, her sister, was a very pretty
girl - still is a handsome woman,

and she ate alot of sweets.

She got fat and she hated to look in
the mirror, and so at the same time
her mother was forcing her to perform
before friends and sometimes in public.
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cut to: Aristotle Onassis's
funeral - Library footage

Cut to: Robert Sutherland

Cut to: Edith Gorlinsky

Cut to: Robert Sutherland

Cut to: Peter Andry

cut to: Int. Callas's bedroom

in Paris flat — Film
Cut back to: Peter Andry

Page 21.

Narration:

in 1975 Aristotle Onassis died. There
had been talk of a reconcilliation
between them despite his marriage to
Jacqueline Kennedy, but it had come

to nothing.

CALLAS SINGING

Well, after Onassis died she lost the
enthusiasm for life. It really became,

it was very difficult to talk to her.

I mean, she dismissed everything. If one
was talking on the telephone to her it was
almost a matter of before one rang her -
making a list of subjects to talk about
because she would sweep everything else
aside. "Oh, it doesn't matter any longer,
T don't care. Life has nothing left for
me any longer'.

I used to just send cards to her all the
time if I was away. And, I had stopped
to post the card to her and the others

in a little post box. Got back in the

motor car and after a minute or two they
broke into whatever programme it was to
announce that Maria had been found dead.

T think when people have a heart attack
there is probably a moment when they
have to make a decision - either to fight
for life or not, and I think she didn't.

Although it's ten years ago I can
remember it in such a crystal clear
manner. We went in there and everybody
was hushed. Of course the people who
were most affected were the two servants.
They were destroyed. SO, then I said
that obviously I wanted to see her and

I went into her bedroom

and I sat there for about an

hour and a half - just looking at her,
just thinking. It was the most
extraordinary experience and it seemed
as if she was talking or her lips were
moving, it was quite eerie. And, of
course the thought came to me, this
wonderful hair, everything will be gone
soon. We knew the cremation was to be
that afternoon, and I thought, well, if
I had a pair of scissors should I take a
lock of her hair, this beautiful hair,
put I didn't, of course, I think 1t
would have been in extremely bad taste,
and bad taste was always appalled by Maria.
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Cut to: Film: Street sign-
'Rue Georges Bizet'

Cut to: Callas's Funeral -

Library footage

Cut to: Carlo Maria Giulini

Cut to: Callas's ashes -

Library footage

Cut to: Film shot of Ocean

END.

Page 22.

Narration:

Maria Callas died on September 16th,
1977. Her funeral was hastily arranged
but well attended. Her sister was the
only member of her immediate family
present. '

SOUND TRACK, DIA., ETC. FROM FUNERAL
FOOTAGE

For her success the response of the
others was everything, and this, I think,
has been the drama of the last year

of Callas. When she missed this she

had not anymore the possibility to

go on the stage and to sing for the
others and to have the response of the
others.

CALLAS SINGING

Narration:

She was cremated and her ashes were
later taken to Greece and scattered
over the Aegean.

CALLAS SINGING

Credits start
Picture and credits fade to black
Jo Lustig Ltd. credit fades up - 20 secs.

Presentation to fade.




